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2026 Traditional Arts Indiana Apprenticeship Program Applications Now Open	Comment by Toole, Connor: This looks excellent so far! Good work here.  Going to throw up the TAI logo. 
Bloomington, IN — Traditional Arts Indiana (TAI) announces that applications for the 2026 Traditional Arts Indiana Apprenticeship Program are now open. The program supports the continuation of Indiana’s living traditional arts by pairing experienced master artists with dedicated apprentices for hands-on, community-based learning. The application deadline is January 30, 2026.
The Traditional Arts Indiana Apprenticeship Program fosters the transmission of cultural knowledge, technical skill, and artistic values through sustained mentorship. Apprentices work closely with master artists over a nine-month period, gaining embodied knowledge rooted in long-standing community practices across the state.
In 2025, Traditional Arts Indiana supported apprenticeship projects representing a wide range of Indiana’s traditional arts, including music, woodworking, weaving, Indigenous plant knowledge, and other folk and traditional arts. The 2025 TAI Apprenticeship Program awardees were:
Brian Allen & Kendra N. Caudill (Scottsburg, IN) – Acoustic and Electric Guitar Playing
Dan DeYoung & Joshua DeYoung (Evansville, IN) – Woodworking
Dani Tippmann & Ingrid, Cecilia, and Lucy (Fort Wayne, IN) – Myaamia Plant Traditions
Delores Nierman & Richelle Kovner (Brownstown, IN) – Weaving Washable Throw Rugs
Leung Ching Ka & Jackob Kopis (Indianapolis, IN) – Traditional Chinese Music
Iuri Hart Santos & Iuri Zeca Santos-Lewis (Bloomington, IN) – Capoeira Angola
These completed apprenticeships reflect the depth and diversity of Indiana’s cultural traditions and the importance of sustained, intergenerational learning.
“The TAI Apprenticeship Program is central to the safeguarding of Indiana’s community-based traditions.” said Jon Kay, Director of Traditional Arts Indiana. With support from the State and the National Endowment for the Arts, TAI’s apprenticeships work to sustain the continuation of traditional knowledge, skills, and aesthetics for future generations.”	Comment by Milee, Tanjina Alam: needs jon's actual wording	Comment by Kay, Jon: I have edited and updated. It still needs information about the webinar! @Toole, Connor Can you add the details, make a pdf and upload? Then I can send them to the IAC. Make sure the links work inside the doc. Thanks. 	Comment by Toole, Connor: @Kay, Jon, sounds good.  No problem.  Will do. 
For application guidelines and additional information about the program, visit:
https://traditionalarts.indiana.edu/apprenticeships
Please join Traditional Arts Indiana on January 12, 2026 for an informational workshop about the scope of both the apprenticeships and Indiana Heritage Fellowships and how to craft a successful applications.  Use this link to access the workshop.
The Traditional Arts Indiana Apprenticeship Program is supported through funding from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Indiana Arts Commission.
About Traditional Arts Indiana
Traditional Arts Indiana is a statewide program dedicated to documenting, supporting, and sustaining Indiana’s living traditional arts and cultural practices. Based at Indiana University, TAI identifies, documents, and supports the folk and traditional arts practiced in Indiana communities.
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